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"INANCIAL

Syrian billionaire Simon Halabi
is leading the auction for Ford Mo-
tor Co.'s Aston Martin sports ear unit,
the Surday Express reported, citing unidenti-
fied people close to the sale. The winning bid for the lux-

ury brand may top £550-million (; -billion}, according to the
newspaper. Final offers were submitted last week after the first
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BIDS OVER £550M: REPORT

round of the auction attracted bids of

around £450-million, the Express said.
Australian billionaire James Packer,
Canada'’s Magna International Ine. and
Louis Vaitton SA are also bidding for Aston Martin,
aecording to the newspaper. The winner may be announced as
carly as today, the Express reported. Bloomberg News

Syrian billionaire in lead
as race for Aston Martin
enters its last lap
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Laval bets on

the little stock

that could

By DAviD BERMAN

ust when vou think that a stock-
picking competition has become a
race 10 the finish by the two lead-
Ing teams, along comes another
contender to shake things up.

In the Financial Post’s MBA Portfolio
Competitlon, the teams from the Unbver-
sity of Victoria and HEC Montreal hold
onto first and second place, respectively.
But a dark horse has emerged in the form
of the team from Université L which
has vaulted into the top five, thanks to one
soaring stock: little-known H20 Innova-
tion(2000) Inc.

Most teams have opted for big, blue-
chip stocks, which often give the benefit
of stability. But Team Laval has gone for
a slightly different approach, choosing
a number of tny stocks that trade on the
Canadian Venture Exchange, 1o the hopes
that one will blast off,

In January, H20 Innovation did just
that. The water technology company, with
a market capitalization of just $4&-million,

gains are second to none, it actually lags
behind teams from Vietoria, HEC, Me-
Master and Simon Fraser after volatility is
fnctored in

Team Vietoria’s risk-adjusted return,
using a financial measurement known as

r
Sharpe ratio Is a clos  the past
maonth, the gap between first and second
e has narrowed considerably as HEC
gains. This es the final two
months of the competition erudial,
Team Delroote from MeMaster Undver-
Simon Fraser are also defin-
here, with a Sharpe ratio of

meonth, thelr Sharpe ratio has jumped to
3.17 from fust L4+ at the end of December.
sive them another month like January, and
v conld take control of this competition.

The competition began in October when
we Invited 12 MBA schools from across
“anada to add one more task to their al-
ready busy schedules: We asked them to
construct investment portfolios using £1-
million in play money,
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CANADIAN

ELECTRICITY
ASSOCIATION

DON LOWRY

The Board of Directors of the
Canadian Electricity Assoclation
(CEA| is pleased 1o announce the
appointment of Mr. Don Lowry, as
Chair of the Association

Mr. Lowry is President and
CEO of EPCOR Utilities Inc., a
power and water company with
operations across Canada and
the United States. EPCOR
owns and operales power
plants and electrical transmis-
sion and distribution networks.
The company also bullds, owns.
and operates water and waste-
water ireatmenl faciliies and
mnfrastructure.

Under Mr. Lawry's leadership,
EPCOR built Canada's most
technologically advanced coal-
fired power plant — Geneses 3 —
in Alberta, recognized world-
wide for efficiency and amviron-
mental performance. He has
alen halanrad FROOR'S nanar-
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